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kept in check, for " to the ass is due his fodder, burden and
whip ". " The ass wants to be thrashed, and the mob wants
to be governed with force.95 Melanchthon, his principal disciple
and assistant, even found that serfdom was rather too mild " for
such a wild and uncouth people as the Germans are ", True,
Luther wished for a paternal and peaceable government; the
prince was to rule like a father over his family. Many German
rulers, indeed, have heeded this advice, and have governed their
petty principalities in a more or less patriarchal way. Some have
done much for education and for charitable institutions. The
fatal influence of Luther's teachings on the German mind, how-
ever, was that they inculcated complete submissiveness to the
Government, that they were absolutely anti-liberal and anti-
democratic, and that they prepared the soil for later doctrines
exalting ruthless force in the service of militarism and nationalism,
Luther held no special brief for princes, but in practice he greatly
furthered the rise of absolutism, partly through the fact that full
power over the Church and the ecclesiastical estates came into
the hands of the rulers.
Present German nationalists praise Luther as the greatest
national hero, the truest expression of the German soul. The
Reformer in his attacks against the Pope frequently incited
national animosity for his purposes, but nationality and patriotism
as such had no value in his eyes. The " German nation " he
defines as the rulers into whose charge God has given the people.
The idea of nationhood, therefore, was alien to him, and could
not grow in the atmosphere of orthodox Lutheranism. The
Hohenzollerns, who later laid the foundations of Prussian nation-
ality, learned much from Calvinist Holland and Catholic France
and became* Calvinists themselves. The revolution which Luther
started plunged Germany into terrible internal strife and external
impotence. The Protestant princes pretended to defend " Ger-
man liberty " againstu Spanish tyranny ", but were always ftady
to sell the national interests to the King of France. The advance
towards national unity and nationhood was frustrated ; for a long
time Germany lagged behind the Western States in every respect,
and through her internal struggles excluded herself from a share
in the New World overseas. This later rankled deeply in the
German mind, and led to the demand for " living space " and
to the catastrophe of our time.
Most important of all was Luther's influence on German
ethics. His practical moral and social teachings were largely
drawn from the Old Testament, which did not hinder him from